
 

 

 

The Warr to End Hunger 

Back in July (if you can remember that long ago,  

into the dark days of 2020), Ski Pro Gray Warr 

had an idea to collect the extra food left by 

clients and deliver it to food banks. And he 

wanted to make it a legitimate nonprofit—

Harvest for Hunger. After all, why waste decent 

wine and parmesan crisps from over-zealous 

clients post-Whole Foods bender? So he 

wrestled through articles of incorporation with 

the Secretary of State, Federal EIN paperwork, 

bylaws, and other dry (we’re talking a 1992 

bottle of Screaming Eagle dry) forms of 

drudgery while volunteering weekly at the 

Aspen food bank. 

And it worked! Now he’s nine weeks into 

collecting grocery rescue items from local  

stores and even a few ASC restaurants. In total, 

he’s saved 6,761 pounds of food that is now in 

the hands of our friends, neighbors, and 

coworkers who attend the food bank. As Gray 

put it: “Everything is great. The van is branded. 

We look official.”  

Side note: you 

helped! The Caring 

for Community 

Fund granted $6K 

for gas, vehicle 

insurance, a 

website, and other 

basics to ensure this program continues strong 

through the summer. So, thanks to those who 

contribute! And if you don’t, but want to join 

your peers, sign up here.  

 

 

 

 

 

A Plaque in the Porta Loo 

Here’s another story about your dollars making 

the best of a crappy situation. Last fall, the 

Environment Foundation granted $10K to the 

Independence Pass Foundation to build a 

bathroom on Upper Lost Man trailhead in 

response to increased usage by visitors who 

have yet to internalize the meaning of Leave No 

Trace (and no toilet paper and definitely no 

human waste by the trail!! What the &$%^ 

people?!) The toilet will help protect the fragile 

alpine tundra, the headwaters of the Roaring 

Fork River, and the health of all people and 

wildlife who visit the upper Lost Man area. 

Karin Teague, executive director of IPF, just 

notified the board that it will also have a little 

plaque with the Environment Foundation logo 

to recognize the generosity of all you 

wonderful, beautiful, fantastical donors. 

“Recognized on a plaque in a porta loo. That’s 

the kind of recognition we should all be striving 

for. Kidding aside, Karin is a badass and the Pass 

is our backyard so this is a good thing,” noted 

Andrew Helsley, Vice Chair of the Board. Shana 

Miller, Board Chair, quipped, “I am really 

excited that everyone will be thinking of the 

foundation in their moment of contemplation.” 

We considered putting a Vail sticker on the 

seat…but why should they get credit?  

 

Last Month to Enter the Commuter Raffle 

Whether your carpooling, walking, or heisting 

the Riverside E-bike,* you can enter the last 

winter commuter raffle. Thanks to the City of 

Aspen, we have been doling out $630 in gift 

cards each month of winter to lucky commuters  

Greenletter  
 
ASC’s Monthly Environmental Newsletter        March/April  2021 
 
 
 
 
 
ce 1998 (with a big gap in the mid-2000s) 

https://www.harvestforhungerco.org/
file:///C:/Users/hberman/Downloads/EF-C4C%20donor%20form%20UPDATED%20(21).pdf


across the company. March is the last month 

and there are two ways to enter: 

• Take the Commuter Commitment and pledge 
to commute sustainably at least three trips  
each week.  

• Interoffice your used bus passes to Mindy 
Landis at ABC. Remember to write your name, 
email, and department.  

*Yes, we noticed that you stole the E-bike. Bring it 

back pronto and we won’t release the squadron of 

eco-terrorists on your trail.  

 

Doreen and the Vaccines  

Doreen Clavell’s (we call her Dzoreen—she’s 

from Arthur Avenue, nuff said)  latest volunteer 

gig has been working in Bay #3 of the Pitkin 

County vaccine distribution tent. “It was a 

straight bee line from the check-in so I was 

popular,” says Dzoreen. “The entire process was 

well organized […] It started out cold and 

snowy, then a pile of mud by 1 pm, however 

everyone in their dry vehicle was pleasant with 

no attitude, no real worry, just anticipated 

excitement.”  

Annette Cerda, from the Purchasing 

Department and Riverside’s newly minted 

Snickers supplier, has also been helping with 

the distribution. The relief and joy she sees on 

recipients’ faces after receiving their shot 

makes her 

efforts 

worthwhile.   

If you want to 

help our 

community 

dole out shots, 

email Melissa 

Knight at melissa.knight@pitkincounty.com.  

 

 

 

 

The Nell’s POWerhouse Fundraiser  

One year ago this month, Gray Malin created an 

iconic series of ski photos in collaboration with 

the Little Nell. A portion of the proceeds from 

their sale was earmarked for Protect Our 

Winters (POW), and the collaboration has 

raised almost $50K! Those dollars help harness 

the voice of the outdoor community to support 

climate action. Thank you to Jonathan Fillman 

and the team! 

Is Hydrogen a Thing?  

The other day we received a Hydrogen hype 

PowerPoint featuring a photo of a Tesla 

combusting spontaneously. It read like a 

modern-day Red Menace is Real pamphlet. But 

it begs the question: what’s the hype about?  

Let’s start by how hydrogen cars work. Short 

story: they are electric cars, where the power 

comes not from a battery but from a fuel cell. 

(It’s also possible to build a car that combusts 

hydrogen like gasoline, but those are less likely 

to see mass production.) Think of a fuel cell as a 

chemical battery. In the simplest application, 

you fill it with hydrogen gas, and a chemical 

reaction converts hydrogen and oxygen into 

water and electricity. Then the electricity 

powers motors at the wheels.  

Hydrogen can be produced either from natural 

gas (which is, obviously, not great since you’re 

still tied to fossil fuels with that model) or by 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc15BEQTE0HsM5WlgYTZRAWhY7ySnzKJJdzynU9y-sxU2Q_gA/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:melissa.knight@pitkincounty.com


splitting water using electricity—which could be 

produced renewably. Indeed, there are some 

interesting applications for hydrogen around 

energy storage—i.e., using extra wind power at 

night, or solar at noon, to make hydrogen 

instead of going to waste.  

The fueling period is about the same as gas, and 

much shorter than EV charging. The primary 

advantage is that hydrogen can be refilled 

faster *if* there’s a station nearby. Also, while 

batteries are gruelingly heavy, hydrogen is the 

lightest element, but needs to be stored in 

advanced tanks.  

On the other hand, EVs can use the existing 

grid, but hydrogen fuel-cell cars would need an 

entirely new infrastructure to supply fuel, and 

H2 is notoriously leaky. Elon Musk of Tesla 

thinks hydrogen is idiotic: after all, instead of 

plugging your car in to charge, you instead have 

to use that same grid electricity to make 

hydrogen, then deliver the hydrogen to the car, 

then make electricity. It’s an extra, unnecessary 

step. So for the time being, EV’s are dominating 

the market. Hydrogen’s niche seems to be the 

heavy equipment market, including planes and 

long-haul trucks. Sources tell us Prinoth has 

developed a hydrogen and all-electric snow 

cat—those, we need to get our hands on. We’ll 

take both.  

 

COVID Relief Grants 

The Caring for Community Fund board just 

distributed $74K to local nonprofits focusing on 

health services, addiction treatment, youth 

programming, and COVID response equity.  

Some were heartbreaking stories, like the La 

Medichi grant: Luis “Alex” Solis, a 40 year old 

 
1 It’s worth asking: “is this good use of money?” Why not 

fund an organization that could help more than just one 
person? This question didn’t escape the board. Paul 
Farmer has thinking on this question that’s worth 

man in El Jebel with no health conditions, who 

died from COVID in January. His widow Vilma is 

a housekeeper and had not worked in three 

weeks prior to her husband’s death. With her 

limited income and the loss of her husband’s 

wages, not to mention unexpected burial and 

funeral costs (around $5,000), the family 

needed financial support. He worked in 

overnight laundry at the St Regis and the board 

couldn’t help but imagine that this could have 

been one of our employees, and wanted to 

defray burial expenses and help support his 

wife and two young children.1   

Meanwhile, COVID sparked human ingenuity for 

organizations like English in Action. EIA found 

only 23% of their students use a computer, and 

is creating a program to support adults with 

digital literacy and increase access to 

technology. This tackles COVID relief and social 

justice, as folks who most need assistance 

programs or English language lessons are often 

least likely to be able to access them digitally.  

Here’s the full list of spring grants, which brings 

our total COVID donations to $192,5000: 

Organization Program Grant 

A Way Out  Addiction Treatment and 
Counseling 

 $6,500  

Aspen Family 
Connections 

Case Management and 
Economic Assistance  

 $5,000  

Aspen Youth 
Center 

Increasing Staff Support  $10,000  

Blue Lake 
Preschool 

Subsidizing Online 
Learning Supervision for 
Low Income Families 

 $6,000  

Community 
Health Services 

Smiles for Students  $5,000  

English In 
Action 

Digital Equity and 
Literacy 

 $8,000  

Manaus - La 
Medichi 

Luis Solis' Family  $1,000  

exploring: https://www.litcharts.com/lit/mountains-
beyond-mountains/themes/cost-efficiency-vs-the-value-
of-life. In short: how come we only ask that question about 
poor, powerless people, never about wealthy ones?  

https://www.litcharts.com/lit/mountains-beyond-mountains/themes/cost-efficiency-vs-the-value-of-life
https://www.litcharts.com/lit/mountains-beyond-mountains/themes/cost-efficiency-vs-the-value-of-life
https://www.litcharts.com/lit/mountains-beyond-mountains/themes/cost-efficiency-vs-the-value-of-life


Mountain 
Family Health 
Centers 

Vaccine Distribution  $10,000  

Recovery 
Resources  

PPE  $4,000  

Response Client Therapy Sessions  $6,000  

Summit 54 Tutoring Program  $1,500  

Voces Unidas 
de las 
Montañas 

Vaccine Equity & 
Promotora Program  

 $5,000  

Harvest for 
Hunger 

Food Rescue  $6,000  

 

Thank you again to all those who have donated. 

Hearing the stories of local families and 

nonprofits brings to light just how valuable 

every dollar is to the community.  

Bill’s Weihl of Activism  

Friend of Aspen Snowmass and collaborator Bill 
Weihl, who used to run sustainability for 
Facebook and Google, has launched a new 
nonprofit venture called “ClimateVoice.” The 
goal is to get employees of major corporations to 
press their management to speak out on the 
need for climate action. Here’s a note he sent 
out recently, which includes ways you can help.  
 
Dear Friends of ClimateVoice: 

 
I’m excited to share the news that we are 
launching a major campaign focused on the five 
biggest US Tech companies Alphabet/Google, 
Amazon, Apple, Facebook and Microsoft. 
Starting today, we’re asking those employees to 
sign a petition urging their companies to commit 
1 in 5 of their lobbying dollars in 2021 in support 
of bold, just and equitable climate policy. Our 
goal is a just transition to keep global warming 
below the science-based target of 1.5°C.  

 
Here’s how you can help: 

• Please use this 1in 5 social media kit to 
help us share the campaign far and 
wide.  

• Sign the petition and encourage 
everyone in your network to do the 
same!  

o We would particularly 
appreciate your help reaching 
employees at Alphabet/Google, 

Amazon, Apple, Facebook and 
Microsoft.  

o Another key audience is 
students, who are the future 
workforce, so please send these 
materials to them as well. 
 

• Use the social media kit to share our 
messages, video and graphics on your 
social media platforms throughout the 
month of April. 

• Introduce us to funders who could help 
expand and amplify this effort. 

 

This Fast Company profile Hey, Big Tech 
workers: This campaign wants you to tell your 
company to lobby for the climate illustrates how 
employees can push for positive change. As I 
say in the article, these companies “need to 
lobby like they mean it.” Our ad evokes classic 
comic book imagery to summon tech employees 
to be climate heroes.  

 
Now that there’s hope for bold policy change at 
the federal level, we will be pulling out all the 
stops - urging Tech to go “all in!”  

 
Thanks so much for your support, 

 
Bill 
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