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Every Tuesday morning, Gray Warr hops into the 
driver's seat of the Harvest for Hunger van in 
Snowmass Village and sets out a food rescue 
mission to collect food that would otherwise go 

to waste and help distribute it to local families in need.
Just over two months into distribution, the founder and 

executive director of Harvest for Hunger already has res-
cued more than 6,700 pounds of food (and counting) from 
valley restaurants, hotels and grocery stores. City Market 
locations in Carbondale, El Jebel and Aspen are regular 

stops on the route; Warr also checks in with on-mountain 
restaurants and local hotels on a regular basis. 

The food goes directly back into the communities where 
it was rescued: food collected at midvalley locations goes 
to the Tuesday mobile food pantry operated by Aspen Ski-
ing Co. at Crown Mountain Park to supplement inventory 
from the Food Bank of the Rockies. Food collected in As-
pen goes to the Wednesday food drive organized by Aspen 
Family Connections, currently located at the Aspen Golf 
Course.

“Our service not only rescues food from being thrown 
away, but also keeps our food in our valley — the food that 
gets brought up here stays up here,” he said.

The service is a supplement, not a substitute, to other 
existing food distribution nonprofits in the area; Warr’s 
collection efforts at grocery stores and restaurants help 
bolster community resources and adds more fresh foods — 
breads, produce, dairy, meat, ready-to-eat meals — to the 

Harvest for Hunger rescues 
food to support needy locals
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Harvest for Hunger’s founder and executive director Gray Warr and board of directors member Matt Hooks load their 
van with pounds of food from City Market in El Jebel on March 23.
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Krabloonik Dog Sledding faces a lawsuit in federal 
court over a ride that allegedly ended abruptly after a 
musher fell off a sled that subsequently crashed into a 
tree, injuring two passengers.

The parents of a minor who broke her leg in two plac-
es in the crash filed the suit March 7 in the U.S. District 
Court of Denver.

The lawsuit suggests both Krabloonik and the musher 
driving the sled at the time should be held responsible 
for the crash by paying the family's medical bills — the 
mom also injured her arm and elbow — as well as future 
expenses. The plaintiff seeks additional compensation 
for income family members lost in the aftermath of the 
crash and other damages.

The owners of the Snowmass Village operation did 
not directly address the allegations in a statement given 
to the Snowmass Sun on March 23. The statement did, 
however, note that inherent risks go with participating 
in outdoor activities.

“We make certain that each one of our guests under-
stands the risks that can happen through safety videos 
and liability waivers along with guide instructions be-
fore each adventure,” said Danny Phillips, who owns the 
business with his wife Gina. “The safety of our guests is 
always the most important part of our adventures.”

But according to the complaint filed by the Hous-
ton-based plaintiffs, Krabloonik staff did not show a 
safety video to the family before the ride and did not 
warn them about the potential dangers of dog sledding. 
“Unbeknownst to Plaintiffs and other potential consum-
ers of Defendant Krabloonik, dog sledding is an inher-
ently dangerous activity,” the suit said.

Englewood attorney Jacob M. Burg, who represents 
the plaintiffs, did not respond to a message seeking 
comment before press time. 

Based on the lawsuit's version of the story, the mother 
and daughter were on a dogsled ride originating from 
Krabloonik on March 11, 2019. Conditions were icy, and 
“Krabloonik knew or should have known (conditions 
were) dangerous for dog sledding,” the suit alleged. 

Krabloonik sued 
over alleged sled 
crash that hurt 2
Family seeking compensation 
for injuries, lost income after 
‘runaway’ sled collided with tree
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mix of nonperishables.
“Through the food bank, we don’t always 

get produce,” said Skico’s Sustainability and 
Philanthropy Manager Hannah Berman, 
who helps organize the Crown Mountain 
Park food pantry. “We’re so grateful for the 
food that we have, but it’s so nice and you 
can tell that the families are grateful when 
they get fresh produce, vegetables, perish-
ables, because they may not always get that 
through the food boxes.”

It’s a significant undertaking for Warr’s 
small operation. He gets support from 
four members on a board of directors, but 
the food rescue and distribution effort is 
Warr’s initiative; he dedicates his day off 
from work as the Snowmass Ski School 
adult alpine coordinator to pickup and 
distribution.

“It started out as an idea several years 
ago,” Warr said. “I was an instructor, and I 
had clients that would ask me if I wanted 
their food when they were leaving because 
they couldn’t take it with them. ... I saw 
that people were buying way too much. 
They always had stuff left over.”

The initiative would recruit instructors to 
collect items from individual households, 
much like a regular food drive.

Then Warr met Aspen Family Con-
nections director Katherine Sand at the 
Buttermilk food drive last summer. Con-
versations with Sand helped Warr think 
bigger than just a household-by-household 
collection strategy, he said.

“She really loved my idea but thought 
that I was thinking too small. ...  She’s like, 
‘You could go to a house, and grab some 
non perishables — three or four cans — or 
you can go to the grocery store and grab 
600 pounds of food,’” he recalled. 

“I hadn’t thought about that,” Warr said.
Warr filed the articles of incorporation 

for Harvest for Hunger in August and se-
cured 501(c)(3) nonprofit tax-exempt sta-
tus in October; he received his first grant 
in November from the Aspen Community 
Foundation, bought the van in January and 
embarked on his first official food rescue 
mission Jan. 26.

Additional financial support from Skico, 
the town of Snowmass Village, the Karl 
Arthur Severson Foundation (the founda-
tion’s president Mark Severson also is on 
the Harvest for Hunger board of direc-
tors) and other contributions from local 
families helped get the program off the 
ground. The latest grant, $6,000 from Ski-
co’s Caring for Community fund, was just 
approved last week, according to an email 
from Berman.

“We are so stoked for Harvest for Hun-
ger. … (Warr is) someone who has definite-
ly come on our radar as someone who is 
motivated, someone who understands the 
challenges of our local system,” Berman 
said in an interview earlier this month. 

Those grants have helped cover operating 
costs and initial startup expenses, includ-
ing filing fees and the purchase of a van 
bearing the Harvest for Hunger logo. 

“Everything that we’ve gotten has gone 
straight into the business,” Warr said.

Future funding could support hiring paid 
staff to help with pickup and distribution, 
an effort that is currently limited by Warr’s 
schedule, he said. Long-term, he hopes to 
become “food sufficient,” perhaps with the 
creation of a food storage facility. 

“Who knows what the future holds?” 
Warr said.

To learn more about Harvest for Hunger, 
visit harvestforhungerco.com.

kwilliams@aspentimes.com
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Harvest for Hunger founder and Executive Director Gray Warr, center, poses in front of 
the organization’s van with the executive board, from left: Matt Hooks, Mark Severson, 
Pete Pelinski and Susan Muenchen. 

According to the suit, the musher fell off 
the dogsled, “leaving the mom and daugh-
ter on a run-away sled.” 

“Shortly thereafter, the sled that Plaintiffs 
... were riding in crashed into a tree causing 
them to suffer severe injuries,” the suit said.

Ski patrol transported the girl from the 
scene to an ambulance for transfer to As-
pen Valley Hospital, the suit said.

“Krabloonik breached its duty to ex-
ercise reasonable care to protect Plain-
tiffs against the dangers on the Premises 
including, without limitation: operating 

a dog sled on unsafe terrain and unsafe 
weather conditions, failing to utilize 
chains, failing to utilize safety equipment 
such as helmets and appropriate brak-
ing systems, and failing to properly train 
and supervise its dog sled mushers and 
employees,” the suit said. “These condi-
tions were ones the Defendant Krabloonik 
knew of, or reasonably should have known 
of, and Defendant Krabloonik failed to 
adequately warn Plaintiffs of the condi-
tions in sufficient time so that Plaintiffs' 
injuries, damages and losses could have 
been prevented.”
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APR

THURS

1
1pm-8pm The Collective's Game Lounge & Selfie Den
3pm-5pm Music on the Mall at the Tower Stage FREE!

For more information visit GoSnowmass.com

MAR

WEDS

24
1pm-8pm The Collective's Game Lounge & Selfie Den
2pm-4pm Aspen Snowmass Town Race at Upper Blue
Grouse Run
3pm Dancing Orbs on The Rink FREE!

MAR

THURS

25
1pm-8pm The Collective's Game Lounge & Selfie Den
3pm-5pm Music on the Mall at the Tower Stage FREE!

MAR

FRI

26
1pm-8pm The Collective's Game Lounge & Selfie Den
2pm-5pm Live Music on the Patio at The Collective FREE!

T his week in

All Day Snowmass Mountain Mission Virtual Scavenger
Hunt FREE!
10:30am-Noon & 1:00pm-3:00pm ACES Guided Treks
FREE!
11:00am-3:30pm Breathtaker Alpine Coaster
Noon-9:00pm Ice Skating at The Rink in
Base Village FREE!
3:30pm Snowmass S'mores on the Mall and
Base Village FREE!

EVERY

DAY

Show your
love to local
businesses
Eat, shop and play in Snowmass!

To see everything happening TODAY
visit GoSnowmass.com/Today

MAR

SAT

27

1pm-8pm The Collective's Game Lounge & Selfie DenMAR

SUN

28

11am-2pm Music on theMountain at the base of the Big
Burn lift FREE!
1pm-3pm Music on theMountain at the base of the Village
Express lift FREE!
1pm-8pm The Collective's Game Lounge & Selfie Den
4pm-7pm Ice Disco Party on The Rink FREE!
9pm Snowmass Fireworks over Fanny Hill FREE!


